
 
 

1

���
���

���
�

�

SMITH - $10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 

Today was Walk to School Day. What a 
wonderful sight it was to see so many 
families walking together and talking.  
Something that was the norm some years 
back has been given away through 
busyness. So many menial tasks – washing 
clothes and hanging, washing and drying 
dishes to name a few – were the forum for 
family conversations. Despite the arrival of 
many labour saving devices, somehow all 
the ‘extra time’ hasn’t always been put to 

family time.  
Pope Francis, who is particularly interested in the role of the family, has called an Extraordinary General 
Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on the theme “The Pastoral Challenges of the Family in the Context of 
Evangelization”. The synod, will take place at the Vatican 5-19 October, 2014 
In an address during World Youth Day in Brazil,  
On Saturday, July 27, Interview on Radio Cathedral (radio broadcasting station of the Archdiocese of 
Rio de Janeiro, Pope Francis said, “Not only would I say that the family is important for the 
evangelization of the new world. The family is important, and it is necessary for the survival of 
humanity. Without the family, the cultural survival of the human race would be at risk. The family, 
whether we like it or not, is the foundation.” 
Francis has written a letter asking for prayers’ for the success of the Synod. In his letter, he writes: 
‘I am writing this letter to you on the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple. The evangelist 
Luke tells us that the Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph, in keeping with the Law of Moses, took the Baby 
Jesus to the temple to offer him to the Lord, and that an elderly man and woman, Simeon and Anna, 
moved by the Holy Spirit, went to meet them and acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah (cf. Lk 2:22-38). 
Simeon took him in his arms and thanked God that he had finally “seen” salvation. Anna, despite her 
advanced age, found new vigour and began to speak to everyone about the Baby. It is a beautiful image: 
two young parents and two elderly people, brought together by Jesus. He is the one who brings together 
and unites generations! He is the inexhaustible font of that love which overcomes every occasion of self-
absorption, solitude, and sadness. In your journey as a family, you share so many beautiful moments: 
meals, rest, housework, leisure, prayer, trips and pilgrimages, and times of mutual support… 
Nevertheless, if there is no love then there is no joy, and authentic love comes to us from Jesus. He offers 
us his word, which illuminates our path; he gives us the Bread of life which sustains us on our journey’ 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/letters/2014/documents/papa-francesco_20140202_lettera-alle-
famiglie.html  
This weekend, let’s all find some extra time to do the simple things with our family. 
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This Monday, 26th May, is Pyjama Day. This is the day all DWF envelopes, containing your donation, are 
to be returned to school. PLEASE ensure that your name and donation amount is clearly written on the 

front of the envelope. Please note the example left… 
The school has been instructed to check all monies received 
and provide a tax receipt for all contributions $2 and over. 
Your assistance in this way would be  
Thank you, in advance, for your donation and cooperation. 
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1 Wellgate Ave  Kellyville 2155 
Phone: 8814 5989 Fax: 8814 5716   
Email: ola@parra.catholic.edu.au����

 Website www.olarousehill.catholic.edu.au 
Week 4 Term 2                                                                                                       23rd May, 2014 

Dates to Remember 
Mon 26th May:  Pyjama Day – DWF envelopes to be returned 
Tues 27th May:  Stage 3 Boys Soccer Gala Day 
Fri 30th May:          Mass:  Yr 4 
Tues 3rd June:  OLA Athletics Carnival 
Fri 6th June:  Staff Development Day – NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS ON THIS DAY 
Mon 9th June:         Public holiday 
Fri 13th June:  Mass:  Yr 3 



 
 

2

����������	
�����
��������
����
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 14:15-21  
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If you love me you will keep my commandments. I shall ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate to be with you for ever, that Spirit of truth whom the world 
can never receive since it neither sees nor knows him; but you know him, because he is with you, he 
is in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will come back to you. In a short time the world will no 
longer see me; but you will see me, because I live and you will live. 
On that day you will understand that I am in my Father and you in me and I in you. Anybody who 

receives my commandments and keeps them will be one who loves me; and anybody who loves me will be loved by 
my Father, and I shall love him and show myself to him.’ 
In the Gospel this Sunday Jesus offers encouragement to his disciples, who will soon see him crucified. He 
reassures them that even though he will leave them, he will not abandon them. Instead he will send them the Holy 
Spirit, through whom the disciples will continue to live in union with Jesus. He explains that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit is permanent and the he will return to the Father, but the Holy Spirit will remain with the disciples forever.  
The mystery of the Trinity can be difficult for us to grasp. Today's Gospel invites us to consider how the three 
persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. They work together so that God's salvation is made known to us. Jesus' 
mission is continued through the activity of the Holy Spirit in the lives of his disciples. We have received this 
same Spirit through our Baptisms. The Spirit, living and working within us, reveals the mystery of God's love for 
us. (Sourced and modified from: http://www.loyolapress.com/sunday-connection.htm) 
As a family… 
Read through the Gospel for this Sunday and discuss the Holy Spirit. Allow each member of the family to share 
what they know. What does Jesus say the Holy Spirit will do for the disciples? Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
we come to share in the love of God made known to us in Jesus. Together, pray this prayer, thanking God for the 
gift of the Holy Spirit:  
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Celebration of the Sacrament of First Eucharist 
There are still 2 more weeks where students from our school will be completing their First Holy Communion at 12 
p.m. each Sunday (25th May and 1st June). In place of a School/Parish Mass this term, we are encouraging all 
students to attend one of these First Holy Communion Masses. This is a great way to show support for these 
students as part of our role as members of this faith community. Staff from the school will be attending each of 
these Masses as a way of showing our support. We hope you can make it to one of these last two special 
celebrations in our community.  
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Family Sacred Space. 
In the office foyer, we have a display cabinet of which two shelves are devoted to prayer. 
This is an invitation to OLA families to ‘sponsor’ this sacred space. This means that each 
week, one school family is responsible for decorating this space with some small items of 
their choice and relevant to them. There is one small shelf and nothing elaborate is expected. 
This is an initiative to bring community prayer to the fore in our school and to make it more 
personal and meaningful. I or someone else at school will be happy to assist you if needed.�
If you are interested in participating, we look forward to receiving an email from you to 
ola@parra.catholic.edu.au with Family Prayer Space in the subject line.  Thank you  to the 
Sweeney Family who sponsored our Family Prayer Space this week.  Next week the sponsor family will be the Mander 
Family.��

Dates for the 
Sacrament 

of 
Confirmation 

2014 

Enquiry Night 19th August, 7:30 p.m. in the Church 
Information Session (parents 
only) 

26th August, 7:30 p.m. in OOSH Room 

Retreat for Children 31st August, 10:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Rehearsals (parents & children) 10th September, 7:30 p.m. 

17th September, 7:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Nights 12th September, 7:30 p.m. 

19th September, 7:30 p.m. 
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We hosted Japanese 
students last year and it was 
a fabulous experience for 
the whole family. We still 
keep in touch and are 
planning to visit them in 
Japan as soon as we can! 
I’ll be having them again 
this year!  
Year 5/6 parent 
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THANK YOU TO THE FAMILIES WHO HAVE ALREADY 
RESPONDED. WE STILL NEED THREE FAMILIES TO HOST 

STUDENTS.  IF YOU HAVE A SPACE TO HOST TWO STUDENTS, 
DO NOT MISS THIS VALUABLE OPPORTUNITY FOR THIS RICH 

EXPERIENCE FOR YOUR FAMILY.    
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 Kids’ Shed. 

 
Following up on our report last week on the Kids’ Shed, the 
students on ‘the case’ have been hard at work on the garden 
project. Here is an update by Ashton S. and Bailey C.… 
 
We have started our garden by digging out the patch of 

grass and we have been transferring it onto the dirt patches on the oval.  
We have started to water the transplanted grass on the oval and can we 
please ask everyone to stay off that grass and also where we are building 
the bush garden. 
 
We need some timber for the perimeter of the garden and some small 
plants as well as some bark to go on top.  If anyone can help us with this, 
we would love to hear from you.  Could you please contact Mrs Schroder 
if you are able to help us. Thank you. 
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Year 4 iLearn Update 
 
What fun we have been having in Year 4 as we continue our journey of using our iPads in the classroom as a 
learning tool. The students have loved creating iMovie trailers about experiences they have shared with their peers 
such as a reflection on Athletics, a learning journey as a group designed a veggie garden and the amazing time 
some students shared at the recent Zone Cross Country just to share a few.  
The students have collaboratively worked on a shared document to create a story for David Wiesner’s picture book 
Tuesday. This picture book has only a small handful of words to set the scene. Students shared a Google doc and 
worked cooperatively to create words for the story. Below are a few examples of the work we created. 
We have used our iPads as assessment tools to show our understanding in Religion and Health. Some of the things 
we have shown is our understanding of the scripture passages Jesus heals a man born blind and the Journey to 
Emmaus. Also we have created safety presentations on how to stay safe on the road and as a pedestrian.  
Our teachers always want feedback about things that happen in Year 4. The way we have shared our thought about 
tasks and how we can help improve our learning is through forms with specific questions, surveys, using the six 
thinking hats and a learning journey through a series of questions daily over the period of a task. 
Here are some of our thoughts about having iPads in Year 4. 
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To be continued…  
 
Please click the following link to see some of their wonderful iMovie trailers. 
http://www.olarousehill.catholic.edu.au/galleries  
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Netball -We are currently sorting out the Netball teams for the Gala Day held in late July, Term 3. We 
have quite a number of teams this year and will need help to coach and manage the teams. We may 
also need some volunteer umpires to supplement the umpires I am sent from Marian College. If you are 
able to assist with any of the above, please email the school office. 
 
Soccer Gala Days 
Over the next couple of weeks, Stage 3 and Stage 2 students will be representing OLA in a Gala Day. 
We had lots of students sign up to trial for these days. In order to be fair, we take Year 6 and Year 4 
students first and then fill the rest of the team with Year 3 or Year 5 students. Year 3 and Year 5 
students will have another opportunity to trial for the same Gala Day the following year. Gala day teams 
are selected not only on skill, but on teamwork and sportsmanship. Gala Days give all students the 
opportunity to experience team sports and differ from a weekly competition, where a team is selected to 
represent the school. I thank the teachers who have given up their time to trial, coach and be team 
managers on the day. 
 
Creative Arts Expo 
We will be having a costume meeting next Friday at 9am. If your child is in the performance and you are 
interested in assisting with costumes or just want to see how the expo is progressing feel free to come 
along.  
          Mrs Byrne 

Walk to School Day  
Kiss and Drop was very quiet today due to 
our special event. A big thank you to all 
those who participated in walk to school. It 
was a successful event, due to the amount 
of families who took part. It was especially 
great to see that some families had created 
a meeting point, so that their children could 
walk together and learn about road safety. 
Others also had downloaded the app and 
timed how long it takes to get to school, 
which was a great discussion point. We 
hope that this day will encourage you to do 
it more often.                 Miss Pepin  

Premier’s Reading Challenge 
Please remember to enter your PRC books on 
the Premier’s Reading Challenge website 
regularly. 
 

Social Skills 
The new social skill for this fortnight is 
’Joining in’. Role-play with your child how to 
join in on an established game or group. 
Encourage them to choose a good time and to 
ask in a friendly way if they can join in. Also 
go through how your child could respond if 
someone asks to join in their game. Encourage 
your child to be inclusive and kind to all peers. 
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From the Office of the Bishop 
DWF Appeal during May 
Faith at Work is the theme of the Diocesan Works Fund (DWF) Appeal being held in parishes and Catholic schools during the 
month of May. This appeal gives us the opportunity to act together as a diocesan family to support ministries and services that 
no single individual or parish can offer. For example, it supports catechists who teach the faith in state schools, seminarians 
who are preparing for the priesthood, young adults working in youth ministry, and the All Saints of Africa Centre in Blacktown 
for recent refugees and migrants. Visit the website to watch a video message from Bishop Anthony and to find out more about 
how you can make a difference:www.faithatwork.org.au 
 Grace & Silence Retreat Day: 24 May 
Young women aged 17-30 who are discerning their vocation to marriage, single or consecrated life or who would like to have a 
day of recollection are invited to the Schoenstatt Shrine at Mulgoa. Grace & Silence commences with a short impulse followed 
by Eucharistic Adoration; silent prayer and reflection and concludes with a group rosary and afternoon tea. Cost $20 includes 
lunch. From 9.30am-4.30pm at the Schoenstatt Shrine, 230 Fairlight Rd, Mulgoa. Details and registration: Sr M Julie 0408 738 
334, juliebrcar@gmail.com 
Vocation Discernment Afternoon: 25 May 
All young men who feel God might be calling them to the priesthood are invited to the Catholic Diocese of Parramatta’s 
vocation discernment afternoon. Starts at 2pm and concludes with pizza at 6pm. Holy Spirit Seminary, 31-33 Allen Street, 
Harris Park. To find out more about priesthood in the Catholic Diocese of Parramatta contact Fr Warren Edwards – Vocations 
Director tel 0409 172 700 or email:vocations@parra.catholic.org.au  Visit:www.parra.catholic.org.au/vocations   
andwww.parra.catholic.org.au/holyspiritseminary  
An evening for couples: 29 May 
Do you find it difficult to make decisions as a couple? 
Does one or both of you end up feeling compromised and without an equal voice? 
Do your discussions often result in unpleasant arguments or cold wars? 
Come and learn a method for making couple decisions. This unique Values Based Decisions Making framework will help you 
to learn how to connect with your deepest values for love and unity so that your choices become true couple decisions. 
Francine Pirola, an experienced marriage educator, a director and founder of the Smart Loving series courses, will give this 
presentation. From 7.30-9pm at the Diocesan Assembly Centre, cnr Flushcombe Rd & Marion St, Blacktown. Admission is 
free. Bookings: Karin at CatholicCare Parramatta (02) 9933 0222,Marriage@ccss.org.au 
 Faith at the Fiddler: 29 May 
A forum for young people aged 18-35 to come together to discuss issues of faith and spirituality in the warm and friendly 
atmosphere of Sydney’s most famous pub. An initiative of the Diocese of Parramatta and Catholic Education Parramatta. The 
speaker is well-known journalist Miranda Devine. Topic: Communicating Virtue – How young people are hungry for meaning 
in an amoral age. From 5pm-7pm at The Mean Fiddler, cnr Commercial & Windsor Rds, Rouse Hill. Details: Steven Buhagiar 
– Catholic Education, Parramatta,sbuhagiar@parra.catholic.edu.au 
 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: 1-8 June 
The Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity and the World Council of Churches has produced resources for this year's 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, which has the theme: ‘Has Christ been divided?’, a reference toI Cor 1:1-17. These 
resources have been adapted for use in Australia by the Faith and Unity Commission of the National Council of Churches in 
Australia. They include: Ecumenical Service of Worship outline; Daily Prayers and Biblical Reflections; Prayer Cards. These 
resources can downloaded and ordered fromwww.churchestogetherinprayer.org.au 
 10th National eConference on Pope Francis: Modelling the Ministry of St Peter: 11 June 
This eConference will be streamlined live over the internet – all are welcome to participate at no charge. Presenters: 
Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB, Archbishop of Perth; Sr Monica Cavanagh RSJ, Congregational Leader of the Sisters of 
St Joseph; Fr Gerard Kelly, President of the Catholic Institute of Sydney; Selina Hasham, Communications Manager, 
Archdiocese of Sydney; and Fr Noel Connelly SSC, Head of Mission & Culture, The Broken Bay Institute (BBI).This FREE 
eConference is presented by the BBI in partnership with the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference. 
The Institute for Mission in Blacktown is a host site.Time: 10am-3pm. Please contact them to register your attendance: tel 
(02) 9831 4911,office@instituteformission.com.au  
For independent registration contact Rhonda Andersen tel (02) 9847 0726, econferences@bbi.catholic.edu.au  
Further details: www.bbi.catholic.edu.au/eConference 

�

Mathletics Update: 
 

It has been great to go through and see so many students using Mathletics. If your child has not used it yet, please 
encourage them to have a go. Teachers have set tasks according to the content being covered in Maths for that 
week. A special Mathletics award will be awarded to one student who throughout the week has used Mathletics. 
This award maybe handed out for the highest achievement in the week, most improved or earned the highest 
results in Live Mathletics for the week. This trophy will remain at school and will be displayed in that child’s 
classroom for the week. 
If your child has access to an iPad there is a Mathletics app which can be downloaded. It is free. However, there 
are some activities and features that are not available on the iPad and will require students to access these on a 
computer.  
If your child has lost their Mathletics log in details please see the classroom teacher who will be able to provide 
you with these details. If you experience any technical issues while using Mathletics at home you may wish to contact 
customer service on 1300 850 331.  
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Term 2 Week 4 

   

Student Academic Merit Award St Francis Award Einstein Award 
Kinder B  Charlotte Anderson Marcus Mileto Harrison Fiorio  
Kinder G  Ethan Phelps Joyce Ghobrial Joseph Abdallah 
Kinder W  Mitchell Ross Madison Zahra Georgia Parsell 
Year 1B Dante Merrin  Ava Grayson Max Cutroni  
Year 1 G Lucy Taylor  Zane Boatwalla Angelica Manago 
Year 1W Zachary Knowles Natalie H  Bryce Mc Donald 
Year 2 B Lucy Finch Austin Turner  Ava Mander 
Year 2 W Sienna Achis Natasha Charlesworth Callum Galway 
Year 3 B Elysia Connellan Bradley Wooldridge Joshua Maisetti 
Year 3 G Emily Bennison William Blazey Sienna Farrugia 
Year 3 W Sebastian Mileto Charlie Halal Shanae Makumbe 
Year 4 B Ethan Kurcubic  Jordan Sanborn Emilia Beegan 
Year 4 W Ashton Stacey Nicholas Sweeney Kaitlin Wagner  
Year 5/6 B Jordan Vargas Jordyn Eldred Nicholas Cutroni 
Year 5/6 W Luca Dolahenty Ben Maher Patricia Constantino 
 

From the Parish Office…  
 
 

First Holy Communion 
Please keep in your prayers the children who will be receiving their First Holy 
Communion this Sunday:  �����������������������
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Parish Fiesta - Sunday, 3 August 
We are collecting Bottles and Lollies for the Bottle Lottery and the Lolly Stall.  
Donations are being accepted at the Church or Parish office.  Please note we 
cannot accept any lollies containing nuts. 
 

2014 Confirmation 
For children in Year 6 or older, who have received the Sacrament of 
Communion, there will be an information night on Tuesday, 19 August 
regarding Confirmation.  For any further questions you may have, please contact 
Anthony in the Parish office. 
 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Warren Edwards 
Assistant Priest:  Fr Joby Kadambattuparambil Ittira  
Mass times:  
Sat vigil: 5:30pm Sunday: 8:30am, 10am & 5.30pm.  
Weekdays: Mon -Sat: 9 am Wed -7pm Novena Mass to St Joseph for special 
intercessions for the Building of our Church.  

Email:  parishoffice@ourladyoftheangels.org.au 
Website: www.ourladyoftheangels.org.au 
Ph: 8883 4063 Fax: 9629 7603 
 

App of the week: 
 
Subitising Flash Cards 
This app will help beginning 
counters to practise and test their 
subitising knowledge to quickly 
recall groups of objects without 
counting.  
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 ‘Student 
of the Week’ 
awards go 

to: 
 


